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Limit cash awards

i medlcal suits

‘One of the best ways to
‘ hamﬁe the health care crisis

is for DPresident Barack

Obama to ask Congress to es-
tablish. monetary caps on

damages in lawsuits brought
by the public or corpora-

" tions against anyone in the

medical and drug and relat-
ed fields. Regulating exzces-
sive cash settlements in law-
suits will result in Jowering

the costs for doctors, drugs,

medicines, hospitals and

other medical technician ser-

vices. That will certainly re-
duce health care costs.

Jack Muratore

Commack

‘Hospital-insurer tiff

risks huge costs later.

While Empire Blue Cross
Blue Shield fights over pay-
ments with local hospitals,
those of us on the East End

. with Empire plans are shut

off from the use of Eastern

" Long Island Hospital in
- Gregnport,
: ;-‘ﬁospital and Peconic’ Bay

Southampton

edical Ceriter.
What Wwill - happen when

ar} Empire patient dies en

D anmvivka Foa haonibal saaea thon

LETTERS

feud? T suspect that both the

hospitals and Empire will-be

Kable in a jury case for such
a death, and they will both
be paying huge amounts to

the patient’s family.
.~ Bob Fredericks
Shelter Islanid Heights

Murder is murder

By focusing on Eber Lo-
pez’s Immigration status,
Michael Colleary implies
that our community should
care less about the murder

.of an undocumented teenag-

er than that of a more estab-
lished resident [“Muxder vic-
tim was in the U.S. illegally,”
Letters, July 30]. But murder
is wrong regardless of a vic-
tim’s slin color, background
or immigration status.
Colleary also says that “il-
legal immigrants cost Long
Islanders,” but that’s just not
triie. According to a report
by Adelphi University, in
2006, immigrants contribut-
ed roughly $213 billion in

taxes and other government -

revenues, while costing Nas-
sau and Suffolk governments
about $1.06 billion. That’s a

net gain of $1.07 billion.
Maryamm Sinclair Slutsky
Port Washington

" These agencies provide Pro-

- al services, including home

Home ‘care s edge

It appears that Howard,
Fensterman. [“How will we
spend the end of our lives?™ -
Opinions, July 247 does. not
understand home ‘care.

fessional and paraprofession-

health aides, skilled nurses,
therapists and social -‘work-
ers. Certified agencies- are
held to rigorous standards.
With day programs for so-
cialization, in-home ~emier-
gency response, systems and
cutting-edge disease-manage-
ment technology, home care
is equipped to provide appro-
pr:ate cire to patients in a
setting conducive to health
and well-being.
Orael M. Keenan
_ Garden City

Editor’s note: The writer is
CEO of the Visiting Nurse
Association of Long Island.
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